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On a personal note, my family has been patient with me while I gave so many years to this project. My son Dan Rosenthal and his wife, Rosalind Rosenthal, live close to the Phillips Library, Peabody Essex Museum, and I have stayed in their home often while doing research there -not the best way to visit them and their children, James and Rachel. My wife, Evelyn, has been patient personally. Professionally she has photographed manuscripts for me at the British National Archives. I have missed visits with my daughters, Helen Robinson and Laura Rosenthal, and their husbands and children. All have been very patient with me.
My final professional debt is to Mary Beth Norton. A number of years ago, my good colleague at SUNY Binghamton, Kitty Sklar, who had earlier kindly read in manuscript my book Salem Story, introduced me to her longtime friend, Mary Beth Norton, who was then writing a book on the Salem witch trials. This led to long e-mails and personal conversations through the completion of that book, In the Devil's Snare, and conversations that have continued as I have worked on this one. She has been remarkably generous to me, and patient, as I have sometimes peppered her with queries, finding myself quite fortunate to be able to look to her for information, to test ideas, at times to disagree, but always to benefit from the discussions. Not everyone directing so complex a project as this has been fortunate enough to have the friendship and intellectual support of one of the great scholars of her generation. I am deeply grateful to her, and I know that my colleagues in this edition share that gratitude. She is of course innocent of any errors that may appear in the book.
-Bernard Rosenthal
